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Points of view
Running a holiday business in France is a dream most of us 
enjoy indulging in, but, as Glynis Shaw asks, would you 
opt to overlook green rolling hills or blue sparkling sea?

France is a large country that boasts vast 
areas of unspoilt countryside and miles of 
coastline. Both have an appeal for 

holidaymakers and both types of location have 
potential for letting holiday accommodation – 
so how do they differ? What are the benefits of 
owning a property in either setting and how do 
visitors spend their holidays there?

If you own a property in a rural area or near 
the sea – or are considering buying in either 
location – then it is worth paying some 
attention to these questions, so that you can 
really sell your own location’s benefits in your 
marketing information. Guests like to visualise 
their holiday routine before finally pressing 
that button to make a booking.

Country side
The idyllic image of the 
French countryside is one of 
peace and quiet with local 
farming communities living 
in a very traditional and 
neighbourly way, coming 
together for occasional events 
and festivities, selling their 
goods at open-air markets, 
intensely proud of upholding 
their local gastronomic and 
cultural traditions.

By and large, this image 
holds true for both property 
owners and holidaymakers 
who enjoy savouring a taste 
of French country life. They 
are drawn to properties with rural character 
– especially when subtly combined with 
modern conveniences – and appreciate benefits 
like a view of the surrounding countryside or a 
completely secluded and private feel.

Countryside visitors generally like to spend 
leisurely time at their villa or gîte, so their 
holiday let needs to be a home from home – 
but more fun. They like to shop like the locals 
for food and wine and to enjoy outdoor meals 
in the evening under a sky full of stars. If the 
property has a pool, they are likely to spend 
quite a lot of time around it and be happy with 
occasional outings to historic towns, markets 
and places of interest.

Countryside properties also offer great 
potential for outdoor activities – for walking 
green footpaths and cycling or riding along 
quiet rural roads and tracks. If the holiday 
home has no swimming pool and they want to 
swim, then rivers and lake beaches can also 
offer that opportunity.

All at sea
At a seaside property, the great attractions are, 
of course, to be found at the beach and the sea. 
Visitors love the idea of being close to a beach 
where they can relax for most of the day and 
are less likely to spend time at their 
accommodation. This means that, as long as 
the property is within walking distance of the 
beach, it can offer a comfortable, practical base 
rather than being a spacious property.

While a holiday house is nice, an apartment 
with balcony is equally practical and acceptable 
as seaside accommodation – and if the owner is 
not resident locally, then it is easy to lock up 
and leave out of season. Equally, a southern 
seaside property in a village or town that is 
active all year round can attract bookings in the 
quieter seasons of spring and autumn and even 

during the winter.
The vibrancy of a local 

community and amenities is 
important at the seaside. 
Visitors generally like to go 
out in the evening and enjoy 
a meal or drinks, perhaps 
with a sea view, to browse 
shops and feel the laid-back 
holiday vibe. Families with 
young children appreciate 
beach activities and having 
other families around so that 
the children can mix.

Of course, the quality and 
character of the beach is 
important as holidaymakers 

will spend a lot of time sunbathing and 
swimming. They want to know that it is safe for 
children and not too crowded, whether there is 
natural shade or sunbeds, whether they can go 
boating and how accessible neighbouring 
beaches are in case they want to take a walk or 
have a change of scene. n
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A property in a 
village or town 
that is active all 
year round can 
attract bookings 
in the quieter 
seasons of spring 
and autumn

Clockwise from top left: La Tour dates from the 11th 
century and is located deep in the Lot countryside; a 
view of Rocamadour in the Lot valley; the kitchen and 
bedroom both have a cosy country cottage feel; there are 
plenty of attractions for guests to enjoy in the surround-
ing area, such as the Château Lagrézette vineyard; La 
Tour is full of character and has its own tower; the rustic 
decor continues in the living room; it was love at first 
sight when Sarah saw the property

Countryside character
La Tour gîte is an 11th-century medieval house 
with a tower and great historic character on the 
edge of the village of Crayssac. It sits deep in 
the Lot countryside, very much a part of 
south-west inland France with its vineyards, 
farms and rural traditions. 

The house has a long history and the story 
goes that treasure may be buried deep in its 
cellar. The surroundings are beautiful, with 
views overlooking le chemin de la Cévenne 
walking route which descends to the river.

Owner Sarah Stonham remembers seeing 
details of the property at an exhibition and 
then, on arrival, falling in love at first sight. “It 
was so quiet and pretty here that my heart was 
captured. The Lot valley countryside is dramatic 
– more rugged than neighbouring Dordogne 
– and you can appreciate its magnificence 
while feeling close to nature on a scale that is 
grand but not daunting.

“Each season is distinctive and equally 
beautiful and the countryside is full of 
unexpected delights. Even now, as I walk the  

 
dog, I come across pretty little hamlets I didn’t 
know existed: little clusters of quaint stone 
houses in the middle of nowhere.”

La Tour is furnished in a rustic style and has 
accommodation for two couples or a family. “A 
lot of visitors go out in the morning to a 
market, château or vineyard. We are very near 
to the famous Château Lagrézette vineyard and 
Rocamadour is about an hour away. They then 
normally come back and sit around the pool in 
the afternoon,” explains Sarah. “In the evening, 
they either cook for themselves, visit the local 
restaurant in Crayssac or try the Michelin-
starred restaurant in Le Gindreau.

“Visitors also enjoy walking or cycling in the 
peaceful countryside and taking advantage of 
the nearby River Lot, where they can go 
canoeing or swimming and take a boat trip 
through the lovely old town of Cahors. It may 
be peaceful here but there’s no shortage of 
things to do and places to see.” 

La Tour is ID 4236, frenchconnections.co.uk
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Clockwise from top left: Dianne Nathan has owned an apartment in Bormes-les-Mimosas for the past 20 years; the apartment is small but comfortably sleeps four people; 
there are six sandy beaches within easy reach, providing plenty of opportunities to enjoy the warm weather; the apartment also faces pretty gardens where colourful mimosas 
bloom in the spring; for John and Dianne, one of the great attractions of the seaside is the clear light that attracted artists like Cézanne and Picasso 

Sun, sand and sea
The very name of Bormes-les-Mimosas spells 
charm, colour and sunshine and indeed this 
medieval village lies close to the Mediterranean 
coast between Toulon and St-Tropez. The 
surrounding area is one of outstanding natural 
beauty, with the nearby Massif des Maures 
mountains and Le Lavandou, an old fishing 
village with a beach opposite the Îles D’Or, a 
series of offshore islands. 

The commune of Bormes-les-Mimosas extends 
to the seashore and part of it is La Favière, the 
setting for the apartment that John and Dianne 
Nathan have owned for 20 years.

“France is a beautiful country,” says John, “but 
we feel that places inland can be very isolated, 
with little to do. We prefer the beach! In summer 
the Mediterranean sea is warm and swimming is 
a pleasure, and there are plenty of activities like 
sailing, windsurfing, water skiing, skin diving and 
boat trips.

“Our apartment is quite small but it sleeps four 
people. You do not need a large apartment as 
you live outdoors in the summer. What you do 
need is somewhere near shops and amenities. 
The location is pleasant and convenient, facing 
quiet gardens, and is so close to the sea that you 
can walk to a sandy beach in little over five 
minutes. In fact, there are six good beaches 
within easy reach.

“There are lots of restaurants to choose from 
and yet the area is far less commercialised than 
other parts of the Riviera. It’s also less well known 
to the British, yet our visitors – mainly couples 
and young families – love discovering the place.” 

The Nathans visit their apartment in winter as 
well as summer. For them, one of the great 
attractions of the seaside in the south of France is 
the clear light that attracted artists like Cézanne 
and Van Gogh and the sky that is blue for up to 
300 days a year.

La Favière is ID 819, frenchconnections.co.uk


